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In April 2021, I started my doctoral 
thesis on “Genetic and analytical 
studies on the metabolic diversity 
of the fungal genus Psilocybe” in 
the research group Pharmaceutical 
Microbiology of Prof. Dr. Dirk 
Hoffmeister. My defense will probably 
take place in May 2025.

During my PhD, I really enjoyed the 
exchange I had with other scientists.

The JSMC credit system is a very 
good idea, as it allowed me to get to 
know doctoral students and postdocs 
(and their work) outside my research 
group, for example in the JSMC/

Microverse seminars or Graduate 
Academy courses. It also gave me the 
opportunity to acquire further skills 
beyond my doctorate.

After my PhD contract ended, I 
started as a natural scientist at the 
Institute of Medical Microbiology 
at the University Hospital Jena. My 
tasks there include working in routine 
diagnostics as well as in research and 
teaching.

Last but not least, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Katja 
Präfcke in particular for her excellent 
administrative work and helpfulness.

JSMC Graduates - A PhD Journey
Paula Seibold

Genetic and analytical studies on the 
metabolic diversity of the fungal genus Psilocybe

Text and photo by Paula Seibold

Member Stories

The JSMC travel grant provided 
me an opportunity to attend 
the Marine  Microbial Chemical 
Communication (M2C2) conference 
at the Royal  Netherlands Institute for 
Sea Research on the island of Texel,  
Netherlands.

The conference brought together 
marine microbial  scientists 
from across the world, including 
undergraduates, graduate  students, 
early-career researchers, senior 
scientists, and renowned  speakers.

The topics spanned all levels 
of microbial communication 
in  the marine environment — 
from subcellular interactions to  
population-level dynamics. These 
topics were explored using diverse  
tools like genetics, molecular 

biology, omics approaches, and  
computational analysis. Well-
organized poster sessions and 
social  activities fostered meaningful 
scientific discussions.

Attending this conference allowed 
me to present my scientific findings  
to experts in the field, exchange ideas 
with peers, and receive  valuable 
feedback. I am 
grateful to the 
JSMC for the 
support.

Text and Photos by Vera Nikitashina

Travel Grant Awardees - JSMC meets the World:
Vera in the Netherlands
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Upcoming Events

April 28, 4-5 pm, FLI 1, Seminar Room Nucleus 

FLI Colloquium
Jörg Bewersdorf

April 28, 5 pm, via Zoom, Meeting-ID: 64154736663, Code: 188019 

Yoga online
Frieda Busch

April 29, 9 am, via Zoom 

Info event for parents and parents-to-be
Dr. Silvia Kolossa and Katja Präfcke

April 30, 3:30-5:30 pm, Leibniz-HKI, Nucleus Café

Science meets Society Book Club
‘Science Fictions’ by Stuart Ritchies 

May 5, 9 am, Neugasse 23, SR 101 

JSMC Welcome Event for ‘newbies’*
Dr. Jasmin Mertens
* mandatory for all ‘new’ members who haven’t attended any welcome before

May 6-7, 9 am - 4:30 pm, Neugasse 23, SR 101

JSMC course: Introduction to the GxPs 
with focus on GMP and GLP
Dr. Michael Hildebrand, HILDEBRAND PHARMA CONSULTING

May 15, 3-4 pm, FLI 1, Seminar Room Nucleus  

FLI Colloquium
Edwin Lim

More information on all events 
in the JSMC Event Calendar

Dr. Silvia Kolossa (Microverse Cluster) and Katja Präfcke (JSMC) are sharing 
information on how to juggle pregnancies, babies, kids and a scientific career.

Get to know where to find information on maternity, workplace rights, parental leaves, 
resources, etc.

The Zoom event is open to everyone (fathers, not-yet-parents, and everyone 
interested welcome!) and will have a Q&A session (Tuesday, April 29, 
Zoom 6885 5469 569, code: 834380)

Virtual Information Session on Pregnancy and Early Parenthood

Let’s go hiking together!

Day: Saturday, 10th May 2025

Start: 10 am at Paradiespark Station 
(Paradise Park side)

Route: From Paradiespark to 
Teufelslöcher, next up to the lookout 
of the Kernberge. Then heading down 
via the Studentenrutsche and through 
the Paradise Park, returning back to 
where we started.

Distance total: 6.5 km

Time: approx. 2 h

Register here now or 
join spontaneously!

JSMC Social Activities
Hiking in May

https://www.linkedin.com/company/jsmc-fsu/?originalSubdomain=de
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jsmc-fsu/?originalSubdomain=de
https://www.instagram.com/jsmc.jena/
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event/jsmc-course-yoga-online.html
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event/virtual-information-session-on-pregnancy-and-early-parenthood.html
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event/science-meets-society-roundtable-science-fictions-by-stuart-ritchies.html
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event/jsmc-basic-meeting-2.html
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event/jsmc-course-introduction-to-the-gxps-with-focus-on-gmp-and-glp.html
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event-calendar.html
https://uni-jena-de.zoom-x.de/j/68855469569
https://forms.gle/CHkbXsCgsQmJNs93A

