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Text and Photos by Vera Nikitashina

The JSMC travel grant provided
me an opportunity to attend
the Marine Microbial Chemical
Communication (M2C2) conference
at the Royal Netherlands Institute for
Sea Research on the island of Texel,
Netherlands.

Text and photo by Paula Seibold

In April 2021, | started my doctoral
thesis on “Genetic and analytical
studies on the metabolic diversity
of the fungal genus Psilocybe” in
the research group Pharmaceutical
Microbiology of Prof. Dr. Dirk
Hoffmeister. My defense will probably
take place in May 2025.

During my PhD, | really enjoyed the
exchange | had with other scientists.

The JSMC credit system is a very
good idea, as it allowed me to get to
know doctoral students and postdocs
(and their work) outside my research
group, for example in the JSMC/
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TRAVEL GRANT AWARDEES - JSMC MEETS THE WORLD:
VERA IN THE NETHERLANDS

The conference brought together
marine microbial scientists
from across the world, including
undergraduates, graduate students,
early-career researchers, senior
scientists, and renowned speakers.

The topics spanned all levels
of microbial communication
in the marine environment —
from subcellular interactions to
population-level dynamics. These
topics were explored using diverse
tools like genetics, molecular

biology, omics approaches, and
computational analysis. Well-
organized poster sessions and
social activities fostered meaningful
scientific discussions.

Attending this conference allowed
me to present my scientific findings
to experts in the field, exchange ideas
with peers, and receive valuable
feedback. | am
grateful to the
JSMC for the
support.

JSMC GRADUATES - A PHD JOURNEY

PAULA SEIBOLD

GENETIC AND ANALYTICAL STUDIES ON THE
METABOLIC DIVERSITY OF THE FUNGAL GENUS PSILOCYBE

Microverse seminars or Graduate
Academy courses. It also gave me the
opportunity to acquire further skills

beyond my doctorate.

After my PhD contract ended, |
started as a natural scientist at the
Institute of Medical Microbiology
at the University Hospital Jena. My
tasks there include working in routine
diagnostics as well as in research and

teaching.

Last but not least, | would like to
take this opportunity to thank Katja
Prafcke in particular for her excellent

administrative work and helpfulness.
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JSMC SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
HIKING IN MAY

LUPCOMING EVENTS

APRIL 28, 4-5 PwMm, FLI 1, SEMINAR RooM NUCLEUS

FLI CoLLoruIiuM

JORG BEWERSDORF

Let's go hiking together!
Day: Saturday, 10th May 2025

7/2

APRIL 28, 5 PM, VIA Z0OM, MEETING-ID: 64154736663, CODE: 188019

Start: 10 am at Paradiespark Station N NNIIN=
(Paradise Park side) FRIEDA BUSCH

Route: From Paradiespark tO APRIL 29, 9 AM, VIA ZOOM
. INFO EVENT FOR PARENTS AND PARENTS-TO-BE
Teufelslocher, next up to the lookout  EERERIT RPN e

of the Kernberge. Then heading down
APRIL 30, 3:30-5:30 PM, LEIBNIZ-HKI, NUCLEUS CAFE

via the Stu.dentenrutsche gnd through SCENCE MEETS SOCETY BOoK CLUB

the Paradise Park, returning back to ‘SCIENCE FICTIONS' &y StuarT RiTcHIES

where we started. D e
MAY 5, 9 AM, NEUGASSE 23, SR 101

‘ - Distance total: 6.5 km JSMC WELCOME EVENT FOR ‘NEWBIES™
»

DR. JASMIN MERTENS
* MANDATORY FOR ALL ‘NEW’ MEMBERS WHO HAVEN'T ATTENDED ANY WELCOME BEFORE

Time: approx. 2 h

Re iSteI’ here now or MAY 6-7, 9 AM - 4:30 PM, NEUGASSE 23, SR 101
g JSIMIC COURSE: INTRODUCTION TO THE GXPs

join spontaneously!  ERVWIEESEEEfaNIE)Y/ =V eTH=
DR. MICHAEL HILDEBRAND, HILDEBRAND PHARMA CONSULTING
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MAY 15, 3-4 PM, FLI 1, SEMINAR ROOM NUCLEUS

FLI CoLLoguIUM

EDWIN Lim

More information on all events
in the JSMC EVENT CALENDAR

VIRTUAL INFORMATION SESSION ON PREGNANCY AND EARLY PARENTHOOD

Dr. Silvia Kolossa (Microverse Cluster) and Katja Prafcke (JSMC) are sharing
information on how to juggle pregnancies, babies, kids and a scientific career.

Get to know where to find information on maternity, workplace rights, parental leaves,
resources, etc.

The Zoom event is open to everyone (fathers, not-yet-parents, and everyone
interested welcome!) and will have a Q&A session (Tuesday, April 29,
Zoom 6885 5469 569, code: 834380)

Jena School for Microbial
Communication

JSMC.jena



https://www.linkedin.com/company/jsmc-fsu/?originalSubdomain=de
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jsmc-fsu/?originalSubdomain=de
https://www.instagram.com/jsmc.jena/
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event/jsmc-course-yoga-online.html
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event/virtual-information-session-on-pregnancy-and-early-parenthood.html
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event/science-meets-society-roundtable-science-fictions-by-stuart-ritchies.html
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event/jsmc-basic-meeting-2.html
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event/jsmc-course-introduction-to-the-gxps-with-focus-on-gmp-and-glp.html
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event-calendar.html
https://uni-jena-de.zoom-x.de/j/68855469569
https://forms.gle/CHkbXsCgsQmJNs93A

