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JSMC Consumables Fund ! 
– Deadline Today

 Spotlight:
Poster Prize Winner 

at VAAM 2026
Big shoutout to Yasmina for receiving 
a Poster Prize at the VAAM Annual 
Conference 2026 (March 22–25, 2026, 
Berlin) for her outstanding work titled: 
“Hippo Pathway Activation Drives Fibrogenic 
Remodeling in Influenza A Virus–Infected 
Lung Fibroblasts.” 

JSMC doctoral and postdoctoral researchers can 
apply for up to €10,000 per research group to support 
consumables and equipment purchases. Applications 
must be co-signed by the respective PI and submitted 
to Rebecca at the JSMC Office by 22 May 2026.

FINAL CALL!

NO ECRE SEMINAR 
TODAY!!! 

JSMC quo vadis?
A Change in Leadership

The JSMC thanks Erika Kothe for her dedi-
cated leadership since 2020 and welcomes 
Thilo Figge as the new interim leader of 
the graduate school.

We are grateful for Professor Kothe’s 
commitment to the JSMC commu-
nity and look forward to working with 
Professor Figge in this new role.
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Hi everyone,

I’m Henrik, a second-year PhD 
student in the Molecular and Applied 
Microbiology   (MAM) department at 
the Leibniz Institute (HKI) in Jena.

Since my bachelor’s and master’s 
theses in Professor Reinhard 
Fischer’s lab at KIT Karlsruhe, I have 
been fascinated by the ecological 
importance of natural products from 
microorganisms. I’m continuing this 

work in my PhD under Professor 
Axel A. Brakhage here at the HKI.

Because I really enjoy being 
part of the JSMC community, I 
decided to run for PhD Speaker. 
I’m looking forward to getting even 
more involved, helping to connect 
everyone, organizing cool events, 
and creating new networking 
opportunities together with you!

Henrik Schweder
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The JSMC Photo Contest is back! 
Grab your cameras and show us 
what you work with— both at the 
microscopic level and beyond. 
Communication happens in every 
corner of the lab and we want to 
see it.

Send us your best 
shots and win 
prizes!

 
Deadline is June 1st.

Register here.

Photo Contest

It’s time again to nominate the best supervisor 
in our community! Eligible for nomination are 
all JSMC research group leaders (including 
junior faculty) who have done an amazing job 
at supporting you over the last year. 

Like last year, quality triumphs over quantity.

So, please give reasons of why 
you think they are great. This 
way PIs of smaller research 
groups  also get a fair chance!

 
Deadline is June 15th.

Nominate your PI here.

Supervision Award

JSMC Award Season is Here!

Meet the NEW JSMC PhD Speaker

Text and Photos by Henrik Schweder

https://cloud.uni-jena.de/apps/forms/embed/2YNTo6CYHNH6nL7mFH3QcMo4
https://cloud.uni-jena.de/apps/forms/embed/3jFHWEBzGBqPDq5bdKn76je8
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Jena School for Microbial 
CommunicationJSMC.jena

Meme
of the Month

Send it to us here!

Do you also have
meme-worthy content to share?

Our JSMC Social Events WhatsApp group

Connect with fellow members, 
meet friends, and stay up to 
date on JSMC social activities!

Contact the JSMC community via e-mail:

jsmc@listserv.dfn.de

Stay in Touch  
with the JSMC Community

In Next Month’s Issue

Raquel will tell us about her 
experiences  with the JSMC 
Career Orientation Grant

Upcoming Events

No ECRE Seminar today!

June 2, 9 am - 1 pm, SR 101, JSMC Building 
Kick-Off Workshop for Mentees
Dr. Annika Bartsch

June 3, 5-6 pm, Paradise Park 
Yoga in Paradise
Frieda Busch

June 19, 1 pm, Erbertstrasse 1
ECRE Seminar

July 16-17, Rosensäle 
JSMC Retreat

July 18, Saale 
Retreat Paddling Tour

More information on all events 
in the JSMC Event Calendar

sent in by Alexander Gale
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