MEMBER STORIES

TRAVEL GRANT AWARDEES - JSMC MEETS THE WORLD:
ANNA AND MATHIAS AT THE ISHAM IN BRAZIL

Text and Photos by Anna Moeslinger
We attended the 22nd Congress of

the International Society for Human
and Animal Mycology (ISHAM) in

JSMC GRADUATES -

Foz do Iguacu, Brazil in May. This
conference offered valuable insights
that directly supported our research
focussed on human pathogenic
yeasts, in addition to
offering opportunities
to interact with fellow
mycologists from around
the world, opening the door
for possible collaborations.
Finally, the conference had
a memorable social event
organized for members of
Young ISHAM, providing
an excellent opportunity to

A PHD JOURNEY

ERIC RUHLAND

POST-TRANSCRIPTIONAL REGULATION IN KLEBSIELLA PNEUMONIAE

Text and photo by Eric Ruhland

| began my PhD in January 2021
in the Bacterial RNA Biology group,
under the supervision of Dr. Kathrin
Frohlich and Prof. Dr. Axel Brakhage.

In March 2025, | submitted
my doctoral thesis titled “Post-
transcriptional Regulation in Klebsiella
pneumoniae”; my defense is scheduled
for August 19, 2025.

While the PhD journey was certainly
demanding at times, I'm very grateful
to have taken this path. Submitting
the thesis was a huge relief — now
I'm looking forward (with a mix of
anticipation and curiosity) to the
defense.

Currently, I am working as a
Postdoctoral researcher in Dr.
Frohlich's lab until the end of the year.
After that, | plan to take a few months
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to travel; something | wasn't able to
do after completing my Master’s

due to the pandemic. Following

this break, | aim to explore
opportunities in industry, possibly
with one of the companies | had the
chance to visit through the JSMC.

| would like to take this opportunity
to sincerely thank the JSMC team -
especially Katja - for their continuous
support. The chance to connect
with peers, engage in scientific
discussions, visit companies in Jena,
and attend international conferences
through JSMC travel grants has been
truly valuable.

To all new PhD students joining the
JSMC: | wish you a great start and an
inspiring time ahead—make the most
of the opportunities and community
herel

network with other young scientists
in a relaxed and enjoyable setting.
We thank the JSMC for awarding
us with the travel grant to go to this
conference in Brazil.
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* Your research stays abroad
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our JSMC labs
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\WORKSHOP: SUCCESSFUL TEAM
COVMUNICATION AND HANDLING CRITIQUE

REBECCA GIERSCH

EVENT INVITATIONS

HOT IN THE SUMMER

AUGUST 7
REGISTRATION DETAILS VIA E-MAIL IN JULY

INDUSTRY VISIT: INNOVENT

AUGUST 6
REGISTRATION DETAILS VIA E-MAIL IN JULY

AUGUST 2
REGISTRATION DETAILS VIA E-MAIL IN JULY

SOCIAL EVENT: EVENING HIKE

DR. SARAH NETTERMANN

AUGUST 5
REGISTRATION DETAILS VIA E-MAIL IN JULY

INDUSTRY VISIT: DYNAMICA2

AUGUST 6, VIA ZOOM
REGISTRATION DETAILS VIA E-MAIL IN JULY

LIVE CELL IMAGING

DR. FRANCOIS OLIVIER

AUGUST 6, NEUGASSE 23
REGISTRATION DETAILS VIA E-MAIL IN JULY

cV S \\/ORKSHOP WITH Al
‘ DR. ANNIKA BARTSCH

AUGUST 6, IN-PERSON, PARADISE PARK
REGISTRATION DETAILS VIA E-MAIL IN JULY

YOGA IN PARADISE

FRIEDA BUSCH

INDUSTRY VISIT:
BLINCK AG

AUGUST 8, 7PM, THEATERCAFE

MIDSUMMER PARTY SCIENCE SLAM

SOPHIE NEUMANN

AUGUST 9
(\ REGISTRATION DETAILS VIA E-MAIL IN JULY

DR. SARAH NETTERMANN

AUGUST 15, PLANETARIUM
MORE INFORMATION VIA E-MAIL IN JULY

SociAL EVENT: BOAT TOUR ON SAALE

SUMMER SCHOOL CLOSING EVENT

SEPTEMBER 19, NEUGASSE 23

ECRE SEMINAR

in the JSMC EVENT CALENDAR

More information on all events

WELCOME TO OUR NEW JSMC TEAM ASSISTANT
LENA GAUTHIER

Dear JSMC community,

Many of you may know me from
my time as a PhD representative.
Now, I've taken on a new role and |
am excited to be part of the JSMC
team once again — this time as Team
Assistant.

In this position, I'll be supporting
Jasmin, our JSMC manager, with
organizational and administrative
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matters to help ensure smooth day-
to-day operations.

Beyond my formal tasks, | want to
emphasize that | will be here for you —
PhD candidates and postdocs — not
just to help with practical questions,
but also as someone who's ready to

OPEN TO EVERYONE! SUPERVISION AWARD CEREMONY AND MORE!

Ees

/

listen.

Whetheryouhaveanidea,aconcern,  YOu.
or just something you'd like to share,
don't hesitate to reach out to me

o

(lena.gauthier@uni-jena.de). My ears
and my inbox are always open for


https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event-calendar.html
mailto:lena.gauthier%40uni-jena.de?subject=

ABOUT LAST MONTH
5TH ALUMNI MEETING
OF JSMC AND ILRS

On June 27th, the 5th Alumni Meeting of the Jena School
for Microbial Communication (JSMC) and the International
Leibniz Research School (ILRS) brought together former
and current doctoral researchers for an inspiring and lively
exchange.

The event was a full success, fostering connections
across disciplines and career stages.

In a series of short talks, seven alumni shared insights
into their professional journeys, offering a diverse picture
of postdoctoral life in academia, industry, and the public
sector.

A small panel discussion followed, offering space for
discussions. To round off the evening, participants enjoyed
a relaxed summer BBQ, providing the perfect atmosphere
for continued conversations, networking, and reconnecting
with old colleagues.

We thank all speakers and participants for making the
event a memorable one. We look forward to the next
alumni gathering!

NEW LINK TO THE
JSMC CLOUD FOLDER
It contains recent news,
information on mental
health services, PhD

training, postdoc career
program, grants, etc.

Regular updates to come!

NIENME

OF THE VIONTH

Jena School for Microbial
Communication

JSMC.jena
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