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Hi everyone!

My name is Kai Papenfort and I’m the 
chair of General Microbiology at the 
FSU.

I’m very excited to be joining the 
JSMC board. It’s an honor to be 
part of a community that’s so full of 
curiosity, drive, and big ideas.

Looking forward to the journey ahead,

	   Kai

Newly Elected Member 
of the JSMC Executive Board

Prof Dr. Kai Papenfort Be Part
of the

Newsletter!
We want to
know about

•	 Your publications

•	 Awards and prizes

•	 Your graduations

•	 Your research stays abroad

•	 Anything fun happening in 
our JSMC labs

E-mail us here!

Earlier this July, I had the incredible 
opportunity to attend the FEMS 2025 
Conference in Milan, made possible 
by a generous travel grant from 
JSMC. Presenting my 
poster on the Plant-
Free Production of 
Arbuscular Mycorrhizal 
Fungi allowed me to 
share my research with 
the wider microbiology 
c o m m u ni t y  an d 
engage in enriching 
scientific discussions.

The conference 
was an inspiring 

experience, marked by numerous 
meaningful conversations with 
fellow researchers who not only 
understood my work but expressed 
genuine curiosity and enthusiasm. 
The positive feedback my poster 
received was deeply encouraging, 
and the lively exchanges it sparked 

broadened my scientific 
perspective and opened 
doors to potential 
collaborations.

Attending FEMS 2025 
reaffirmed for me the 
vital role of community 
in advancing science. 
I  returned feeling 
motivated, inspired, 
and more connected 

than ever to the global network of 
microbiologists.

I extend my sincere thanks to 
JSMC for their support in making 
this invaluable experience possible.

Text and Photos by Neetu Neetu

Travel Grant Awardees - JSMC meets the World:
Neetu at the FEMS in Milan
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The first JSMC Summer School was a full success. Over the course of two 
weeks, 17 students from 11 different countries had the opportunity to learn new 
techniques in modules, workshops, and industry visits. 

The time was also filled with possibilities to get to know the  city of Jena, the 
JSMC members, and each other. 

During the closing event at the Zeiss Planetarium 
Professor Eggeling was awarded the JSMC 

supervision award, while this year’s winners of the 
photo contest (p.3), and for the first time, the winners 
of the JSMC Community Impact Award (p.4) received 

their well earned prizes! 

- Marie Raasch, Kiel University

The Summer School was a great experience for me, especially the interdisciplinary community in Jena was very impressive.

- Zanfina Kovaqi, University of Camerino

It was a great opportunity to learn about the city of Jena and the research here, and to engage with many lovely people. Thank you! 
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Postdoc Appreciation Week 
The Postdoc Appreciation 

week happened from 
September 15-19.

Over the course of an entire 
week, there were numerous 
events to honor Postdocs 

as our workhorses, mentors, 
talented scientists, supervisors, 
trustees, and many more.

The JSMC participated 
with two events: a Scientific 
Communication workshop 

with Maia George and an 
Information Event with Dr. 
Hendrik Huthoff. The GA was 
also offering events over the 
week, e.g. Hate Speech in 
Science



Live-cell imaging using confocal microscopy was performed on amoebae 
(Dictyostelium sp.) that co-expressed fluorescent markers for actin (green) and 
endomembrane organelles (violet).
The images were captured as z-stacks, and a maximum intensity projection was 
prepared using ImageJ software.

Hotline for amoebae 

Amoebae using a nanotube to transport cargo between cells, 
like a microscopic delivery system. 

This picture shows a lichen on a branch. 
Lichens are a beautiful symbiosis between a fungus and an alga (or cyanobacteria): 
They are the perfect example of how nature can collaborate to create something 
big. Lichens serve as a reminder that community and collaboration can win over 
individuality!

Fungus and Alga, sitting in a tree: K-I-S-S-I-N-G 

2. Places

In this image, the sentries of the immune system - the 
primary human macrophages (red) are seen to patrol 
around the lung epithelium cells (orange) after being 
called by them to the site of infection through chemical 
signalling. These cellular police have also already called 
the mischievous culprits - Lichtheimia corymbifera spores 
(green), and are now ready to take them to their death 
sentence!

Sentries of the immune system

by Marion Perrier

by Harikumar R. Suma

by Simranpreet Kaur
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Congratulations
Winners of the JSMC Photo Contest
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Jena School for Microbial 
CommunicationJSMC.jena

It contains recent news, 
information on mental 
health services, PhD training, 
postdoc career program, 
grants, etc.

Regular updates to come!

New Link to the 
JSMC Cloud Folder

For the first time, the JSMC is proud to 
recognize members of its community who 
have demonstrated exceptional dedication and 
commitment to the success of their peers and 
the broader graduate school.

This year, the doctoral candidates, Sophie 
Neumann, Lena Gauthier, and their postdoctoral 
colleague, Dr. Sarah Nettemann, were honoured 
for going above and beyond in contributing to the 
JSMC community!

JSMC Community Impact Award

Upcoming Events

September 19, 1 pm, Lecture Hall Erbertstrasse 1  
ECRE Seminar

October 17, 1 pm, Lecture Hall Erbertstrasse 1  
ECRE Seminar

October 28-29, Rosensäle 

Aging and Microbiome Conference
Late Registration until September 30 (if available)

October 29, 5-6 pm, Lecture Hall Erbertstrasse 1 

MiCoCo: Christian Kost 

More information on all events 
in the JSMC Event Calendar

The alternative career in science seminar 
is a good opportunity to find out more about 
alternative careers to academia that are 
available after your PhD.

Jacob just started his own company so 
he talked about how to commercialise your 
project, pros and cons of starting your own 
company and how to get patenting for your 
very novel technique or technology.

Dania is a scientific coordinator at FSU 
Jena and she focussed on the importance of 
communication and organisation skills, how 
to mitigate conflicts in the lab. In her role, she 
is the link between researchers, grant givers 
and funding organisations, etc. 

Both of them stressed the importance of 
a good social network for pursuing these 
careers.  

Alternative Careers in Science 
(ACIS) Seminar

About Last Month

https://www.linkedin.com/company/jsmc-fsu/?originalSubdomain=de
https://www.linkedin.com/company/jsmc-fsu/?originalSubdomain=de
https://www.instagram.com/jsmc.jena/
https://cloud.uni-jena.de/s/kS3ZDtMg9KkJpSD
https://amc25.leibniz-fli.de/

https://amc25.leibniz-fli.de/

https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event/jsmc-ilrs-alumni-meeting-2025.html
https://www.jsmc-phd.de/event-calendar.html

